Climate Change Book Suggestions
Al Gore's An Inconvenient Truth has great pictures and graphs, a bit of text and is age appropriate for the target audience. It works well for a general audience with various backgrounds and ages. ~Laurel Kohl, Education Specialist Institute for Sustainable Energy and Karin Jakubowski Coordinator - CT Science Center Collaborative

I just finished Lester Brown's Plan B Version 2.0 which was a really good read...lots of science and data, but you definitely get a sense of the need to take personal action.  I have yet to read Red Sky at Morning by Gustave Speth, from Yale, but that is on my list. ~Bryan Garcia, CT Clean Energy Fund

Ross Gelbspan’s Boiling Point would be another one. He's published two books. I bought them as part of a collection (that also included Red Sky at Morning) for our town's library. Ross is local, former Boston Globe reporter. Elizabeth Kolbert's book Field Notes from a Catastrophe, released in spring 2006 was on the "top 100" books of the year in the NYTimes book review yesterday. She had an excellent series in the New Yorker last year that was expanded into a book. ~Chris James, Director, DEP Climate and Energy Team

On my climate change reading list is the excellent The Discovery of Global Warming by Spencer Weart.  It's a history of the science of global warming that reads like a mystery story.  It might be a bit too much for a light read- maybe look through it and see what you think?  A more detailed version is posted for free online, too. http://www.aip.org/history/climate/index.html I've been meaning to read Gelbspan's Boiling Point for a while.I haven't yet read Andy Revkin's The North Pole Was Here. ~Roger Smith, CT Climate Coalition

Lester Brown’s Plan B and Plan B 2.0 have had the most profound impact on me. Global warming is just one of many issues addressed in the book. I am reading Jared Diamond’s Collapse now and, so far, it too is amazing although not specifically about global warming. I have started Gus Speth’s book a couple times and never make it very far (I’ll keep trying). Bill McKibben’s The End of Nature is another good book from a different perspective, which I would recommend if they want to build a core collection.

~Bob Wall, SmartPower

I think you should definitely take a look at the book, An Inconvenient Truth. It is very comprehensive and accurate and the science is explained very well. Really, it’s the best scientifically. But I don’t think it is really the kind of book you read through from cover to cover. It might work in combination with a showing of the movie. Elizabeth Kolbert’s, Field Notes from a Catastrophe – I have read parts of this in the New Yorker and found it very good. I think this book would be more readable as a story that Al Gore’s.  Also, there is a very good review in “Grist” an enviro on-line magazine http://www.grist.org/advice/books/2006/03/09/hayes/ ~Lynn Stoddard, DEP Climate and Energy Team

